Eastern Indian Ocean

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: RISKASSESSMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The geopolitical environment in the Indian Ocean, including the eastern Indian Ocean, is changing and becoming
more contested than it has been for many decades.

These developments are being paralleled by significant environmental changes that aggravate existing natural

hazards in the Indian Ocean.

Climate change and other human interactions with the environment also create an additional series of

environmentally related threats.

Environmental and geopolitical threats also have the potential to negatively interact, leading to the further
deterioration of the security environment.

Both Australia and France are important maritime powers in the Indian Ocean. As the region becomes more
multipolar, they are likely to find themselves playing an increasingly active role in addressing a range of traditional

and non-traditional threats.

The risk assessment matrix for the eastern Indian Ocean (below) details identified threats and challenges.

Risk assessment matrix for the Eastern Indian Ocean
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